FAMOUS ARTISTS OF FRANCE

THE MARRIAGE  OF ISAAC AND  REBECCA                W F ManscU'

The beautiful landscape reproduced above was painted by the celebrated French artist, Claude

le Lorrain (1600-82).  When this picture was painted (1648), people cared so little for landscapes

that human figures illustrating-the Bible story were included to impart interest.   We know,

however, that Claude's purpose was to show the beauties of natural scenery.

WE have 'talked of Italian,
Spanish and Dutch art. Let us
now turn to France. Painting
came to France from two different
directions, Italy and Holland, and the
first French painters who can be called
great were Nicolas Poussin, born in
1594, and Claude le Lorrain, born in the
first year of the seventeenth century.
Poussin learned his art in Rome and was
one of the first great landscape painters,
as well as a figure painter of ability.
Lorrain, too, gained fame by his land-
scapes ; but true French art, the kind of
painting which we all recognise as purely
French, did not begin until a later date.
Antoine Watteau, born in 1684, was its
first exponent.

How Watteau Starved.

This boy was the son of a carpenter,
and was never strong.   His father was

angry with him for his love of art. He
could not understand it, and refused to
pay the expenses of his son's education.
A local artist named Gue"rin gave the
lad some teaching, but Gue"rin died and
young Watteau, afraid of his father,
ran away to Paris with a scene painter
named Metayer. Metayer deserted him
and the boy was left alone, absolutely
penniless and in very poor health. He
found work in a wretched shop where
religious pictures were produced by
the score.
In these days such pictures are, of
course, printed, but then all were
turned out by hand. Watteau got a
meal'a day and about half-a-crown a
'week for working twelve hours a day.
By happy chance, an artist named
Gillot saw some of the boy's drawings
and took him as assistant. Gillot was
a decorative artist, but his pupil soon